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ENGROSSED SENATE BI LL 6776

State of WAshi ngton 61st Legislature 2010 Regul ar Session

By Senators Jacobsen, Swecker, Fraser, Morton, Zarelli, Schoesler,
Har grove, Ranker, Hatfield, and McCaslin

Read first time 01/ 26/ 10. Referred to Commttee on Natural
Resources, COcean & Recreation.

AN ACT Relating to creating the joint work group on small forest
| andowner sustainability; and creating new secti ons.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that providing for
| ong-term stewardship of nonindustrial forests and woodlands is an
inportant factor in maintaining Washington's special character and
quality of life.

(2) The legislature further finds that in order to encourage and
mai ntain nonindustrial forests and woodlands for their present and
future benefit to all citizens, WAshington's noni ndustrial forest and
woodl and owners' long-term commtnents to stewardship of forest
resources mnust be recognized and supported by the citizens of the
state.

(3) The legislature further finds that the adoption of forest
practices rules consistent with the forests and fish report, as defined
in RCW 76. 09. 020, has inposed substantial financial burdens on snall
forest | andowners.

(4) The legislature further finds that forest practices rules
adopted since the forests and fish report have not provided snall
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forest |andowners with the alternate plan processes or alternate
harvest restrictions that were intended by the legislature to | ower the
overall cost of regulation to small forest | andowners while neeting the
public resource protection standard set forth in RCW76. 09. 370(3).

(5) The legislature further finds that in order to maintain the
economc viability of eighty-nine thousand famly forest owners,
managi ng five mllion acres of forest land across the state, smal
forest | andowners nust be provided with incentives to keep their |and
inlong-termforestry.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The joint work group on small forest
| andowner sustainability is established. Utilizing research conducted
by the school of forest resources at the University of Washington, the
joint work group shall report to the legislature, the comm ssioner of
public lands, and the governor on ways to renove regulatory barriers
and di sincentives in order to encourage small forest | andownership for
generations to cone w thout reducing protection to public resources.

(2) The joint work group on small forest | andowner sustainability
consi sts of the nmenbers of the house of representatives agriculture and
natural resources commttee and the senate natural resources, ocean,
and recreation commttee. The joint work group shall consult wth
stakehol ders and experts in the fields of forestry, tax policy,
transfer of devel opnent rights, fish, and ecosystem service paynents.
The joint work group may al so request assistance fromthe departnent of
nat ural resources, the departnent of ecology, the departnent of fish
and wildlife, federal experts on the state habitat conservation plan,
representatives of native Anerican tribes, the environnental community,
and the house of representatives office of programresearch and senate
committee services.

(3) The joint work group will wutilize existing legislative staff
and resources and utilize teleconferencing and other conmunications
met hods to mnimze travel and per diemexpenditures for legislators
and staff.

(4) In developing recommendations, the joint work group shall
review and build upon reports related to small forest |andowner
economc viability, including reports conpleted for or by the rura
technology initiative and the Northwest environnental forum
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(5 In developing recommendations, the joint work group shall
consi der:

(a) The long-termsustainability of the forestry riparian easenent
program defined in RCW 76. 13. 120 and ways to reformthat program

(b) Recomrendati ons on how to address i ssues unique to small forest
| ands east of the Cascade nountains, including periodic insect and
di sease attacks, catastrophic wldfire, and replacenent of historic
speci es by shade tol erant species.

(c) Whether, how, and to what extent the departnent of natural
resources has eval uated the cunul ative inpact of small forest | andowner
alternate nmanagenent plans or alternate harvest restrictions on
essential riparian functions as required by RCW 76. 13. 110.

(d) Whether, how, and to what extent the departnent of natural
resources and the forest practices board have devel oped al ternate pl ans
or alternate harvest restrictions that neet riparian functions while
requiring less costly regulatory prescriptions for small forest
| andowners, including recognition of or credit for inproving the
condi tion of public resources.

(e) The conplexity of admnistrative rules for small harvests and
relatively short streamreaches.

(f) Recommendations on ways the forest practices board and the
| egi slature could provide nore effective incentives to encourage
conti nued managenent of nonindustrial forests and woodlands for
forestry.

(g) Ways to address conversion pressures, global conpetition, and
t he gap between apprai sed values of forest |land and the value for the
sane | and for devel opnent.

(h) The possibility of a pilot program for ecosystem service
paynments and techni cal funding assistance for small forest | andowners.

(6) The joint work group on small forest | andowner sustainability
shall deliver its report to the | egislature, the comm ssioner of public
| ands, and the governor by Septenber 15, 2010, including inplenenting
| egi sl ati on as necessary.

~-- END ---
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